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REMARKS 

This Amendment is responsive to the Office Action dated 
November 15, 2004. 

In that Action, the Examiner rejected claims 1 and 7-10 under 
35 U.S.C. §102 (b) as allegedly being anticipated by Coppel. Claims 
1, 2 and 6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b) as allegedly being 
anticipated by Blum. Claims 1, 5 and 15 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. §102 (b) as allegedly being anticipated by Saleen. Claims 1 
and 12 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b) as allegedly being 
anticipated by Howard. Claims 3 and 4 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§103 (a) as allegedly being unpatentable over Blum in view of 
Mariotto. Claim 11 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) as 
allegedly being unpatentable over Blum in view of McNamee. Claim 13 
was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over Howard in view of Carr. Claim 14 was rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) as allegedly being unpatentable over Coppel 
in view of Deslauriers. 

Applicant respectfully traverses the Examiner's rejection of 
the claims and offers the foregoing amendments and following 
remarks in support thereof. 

Claims 2-4, 6, 9 and 10 have been canceled without prejudice 
by this Amendment. Claims 1, 7 and 8 have been amended. Claims 16- 
30 have been added. No new matter has been inserted. Claims 1, 5, 
7, 8 and 11-30 remain pending in the application. Applicant 
respectfully requests reconsideration of the Examiner's rejections. 

Coppel Reference 

Amongst other things, Coppel does not teach of a reversible 
zipper assembly. Copppel teaches of lacing and eyelets 20 and 21 in 
Figure 6, which do not provide a reversible mating assembly that 
can be in water. Furthermore the Coppel cannot be configured in 
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various configurations as claimed by applicant, but is merely 
configured in a single configuration. Coppel is also not 
essentially linear in shape when deflated. Coppel also fails to 
teach of two straps or that the strap is adjustable under tension. 
Blum Reference 

Amongst other things, Blum fails to teach of a waist 
encircling strap or more than one adjustable strap. Blum also fails 
to disclose Applicant's locking fastener or a reversible mating 
assembly such as a zipper assembly. 

McNamee Reference 

Amongst other things, McNamee fails to teach of a waist 
encircling strap or more than one adjustable strap. McNamee also 
fails to disclose Applicant's locking fastener or a reversible 
mating assembly such as a zipper assembly. 

Saleen Reference 

Amongst other things, Saleen cannot be removed and configured 
into various configurations as claimed by Applicant. As Saleen is 
incorporated into the waders, if it is removed, the waders will 
fall off. Saleen also fails to disclose a waist encircling strap 
or Applicant's claimed reversible mating assembly. 

Howard Reference 

Amongst other things, Howard fails to teach of a waist 
encircling strap, one or more adjustable straps, a reversible 
mating assembly, or Applicant's locking fastener. 

The secondary references fail to correct the above noted 
deficiencies . 

Accordingly, Applicant respectfully traverses the Section 102 
and 103 rejections and respectfully requests that such rejections 
be withdrawn. 

Applicant has completely responded to the Office Action dated 
November 15, 2004. Favorable action is respectfully requested. 
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Any additional charges, including Extensions of Time, please 
bill our Deposit Account No. 503180. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Daniel S. Polley, Reg. No. 34,902 

Daniel S. Polley, P. A. 

1215 East Broward Boulevard 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 

Phone: (954) 234-2417 

Fax: (954) 234-2506 

Email: dan@danpolley.com 

CUSTOMER NO. 44538 
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